
Foreword to Third Edition

Catastrophic injury litigation poses considerable and very particular chal-
lenges for the practitioner. It can be complex and demanding, requiring far
more than a thorough knowledge of the legal principles governing recovery.
All catastrophic injury practitioners now need a detailed and practical
understanding of a huge range of thorny topics including costs management
and funding, the handling of claims involving protected parties, the impact of
statutory funding and the appropriate form of the final order on disposal. In
addition to an understanding of the litigation process itself, the practitioner
must have a thorough knowledge of the medicine underlying the injuries if the
correct expert is to be instructed and guided so that all the relevant issues in the
claim are explored efficiently.

I welcome the new and updated edition of this excellent text which provides
the practitioner with comprehensive guidance on each step of the litigation and
a valuable introduction to most of the main injuries the practitioner is likely to
encounter. The authors of the legal chapters, Stuart McKechnie QC, Jeremy
Ford and Simon Bridle from 9 Gough Square and Lucy Wilton of Rus-
sell Cooke have provided an informative explanation of the litigation process
from the first meeting with the client to final disposal of the claim and I am
confident that all practitioners, whether new to the field or otherwise, will
learn a great deal from their tactical advice, born of a vast collective
experience. The medical and other expert chapters, with new chapters in this
edition on pain, life expectancy and statutory services and benefits, are
accessible and clear. They provide an important reference source for any
practitioner handling a catastrophic injury claim.

With this book, the reader has access to a real trove of information and
practical guidance from highly respected experts in the field. It is readable,
insightful and comprehensive. It is essential reading for all legal practitioners
in the field of catastrophic injury: counsel, solicitors and legal executives.
Those instructed as expert witnesses will also gain much from the wider
understanding of their role and the sense of how their evidence fits within the
litigation process more generally which this book offers.

This book should be on the shelf of all those involved in catastrophic personal
injury litigation.

Dame Christina Lambert

Royal Courts of Justice
October 2019
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